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We are thinkers, inquirers, 
communicators, risk takers, 
knowledgeable, principled, 
caring, open-minded,  
balanced, reflective.
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Wenona Junior School

To provide a preeminent global education 
for the girls in our care by developing a 
contemporary, innovative and engaged 
learning community, committed to the 
inherent value and potential of each child.

To educate and empower young women in 
a global learning community, to serve and 
shape their world.

VISION

VALUES

MISSION
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“Drawing on our values of courage, strength, grace, wisdom  
	 and kindness we challenge each girl to pursue her passions,  
	 and to think and learn independently.”

For our students, the journey towards independent 
learning begins in Junior School, where our 
approach follows the framework provided by 
the International Baccalaureate’s Primary Years 
Programme (PYP). Outstanding Junior School 
teaching staff set high standards and expectations 
for our students. We want students to become 
inquirers, thinkers, communicators, and risk-takers, 
becoming knowledgeable, principled, caring, open-
minded, balanced and reflective. Above all, we 
want each girl to be valued and to develop as an 
individual, with the freedom and space to explore 
her own ideas and interests.  

Our community is unique, with a focus on 
generosity, inclusion and strong relationships.  
It’s a place where every girl is seen, known and 
loved for who they are and who they want to 
become. We are proud of Wenona’s tradition of 
pioneering girls’ education, and we look forward  
to an innovative and exciting future. 

Today, we remain as focused on educating strong 
women leaders, equipping them for a rapidly 
changing world, combining innovation with 
134 years of history. Drawing on our values of 
courage, strength, grace, wisdom and kindness, 
we challenge each girl to pursue her passions, 
and to think and learn independently. Our aim is 
to bring out the best in our young people, helping 
them to develop the skills they’ll need to lead a life 
of purpose and fulfilment, and to make a positive 
contribution in a global world.  

Our approach to learning is underpinned by the 
principles of the Renaissance, a time of great 
intellectual rigour, personal inquiry and creative 
enrichment. We offer a holistic education across a 
broad range of disciplines and experiences. While 
academic endeavour is important, our students are 
encouraged to participate in a variety of extra and 
co-curricular activities, and to give back to society 
by demonstrating service through action. 

Dr Briony Scott
Principal

WELCOME FROM
THE PRINCIPAL

Wenona is a leading day and boarding 
school (K to 12) that has remained at 
the forefront of girls’ education since its 
establishment in 1886. Our reputation for 
academic excellence can be traced back 
to our founder, Miss Edith Hooke, whose 
determination to provide young women 
with an outstanding liberal education was 
revolutionary in its day.
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WELCOME TO
JUNIOR SCHOOL

joy of learning.  We design engaging and dynamic 
learning experiences that empower girls from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 to direct their own learning  
in authentic and developmentally appropriate ways.  
This nurtures independence and a life long love  
of learning.

At Wenona, our students are excited to be a part of a 
such a strong and inspiring IB global community  
of like minds.

Ms Justine Lind
Head of Junior School

The Junior School at Wenona is a place of 
welcome, wonder and wisdom. Our smallest 
girls are brimming with big ideas about life. 
They are big hearted and open-minded 
and most of all, they are capable beyond 
measure. 

Our teachers know the power of novelty in cultivating 
a sense of awe that inspires a spirit of curiosity. The 
classroom atmosphere is contagious and generates 
great energy to question, to investigate and to share 
discoveries with others; to celebrate the power and 
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“	What is honoured in a place 		
	 will be cultivated there.” 
 
	 PLATO
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THE PRIMARY  
YEARS PROGRAMME 
Our Junior School introduced the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP) in 2020 and was 
awarded official certification in 2021.
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The International Baccalaureate 
aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a 
better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding 
and respect. To this end, the 
organisation works with other 
schools, governments and 
international organisations to 
develop challenging programmes 
of international education and 
rigorous assessment. These 
programmes encourage students 
across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong 
learners who understand that  
other people, with their differences, 
can also be right.

IB MISSION STATEMENT
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All the leaves are brown…
When Miss Bouterakos’s Kindergarten students 
went outside to play and explore this Autumn, they 
inevitably started to notice signs of the changing 
seasons, which sparked their curiosity. 

LEARNING IN A TRANSDISCIPLINARY WAY
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A symphony of fallen leaves in the corner 
of Woodstock brought untold joy to 
Kindergarten on their first day back at 
School in Term 2. Not only was it a brave 
new world of reds, browns and oranges, 
but they had great fun playing with the 
leaves. So much so that when it was time 
to head back inside, they asked Miss 
Bouterakos if they could bring some of 
the leaves into the classroom to use in 
their learning.

“We used them when we were 
learning about teen numbers, to draw 
representations of numbers on the 
leaves,” explained Miss Bouterakos. 
She was pleased to see the students 
taking agency and co-constructing their 
learning, a key indication of how engaged 
they were in the activity.

It led them to become curious about 
the weather and think about the gradual 
shift from one season to another. This 
can be a difficult concept to grasp, but 
for Miss Bouterakos, it was the perfect 

Spring is Sophia’s favourite 
season, “because it is my 
birthday. I like that the flowers 
bloom in Spring.”

Tracey said, “My favourite 
season is summer because I like 
to eat ice-cream on the beach.  
I like to pick up some shells.”

Bridie agreed, “My favourite 
season is summer because I  
can go in the pool.”

way to introduce a variety of concepts 
while having fun along the way. It allowed 
her to talk about the environment and 
how daily and seasonal changes affect 
humans and other living things.

Over the following week, Kindergarten 
read stories, which represented seasonal 
changes. One of their favourites was 
My Tree and Me by Jo Witek, which 
centres on a little girl and the tree in her 
backyard. The girl loves her tree, and as 
the seasons change, she explains how 
her tree changes and all the fun things 
they can do together as a result.

Afterwards, Miss Bouterakos asked the 
students to think about their favourite 
season and how it affects what they 
do. She then asked them to write about 
why they liked their chosen season. The 
students then shared their stories with 
each other on Zoom.

Kindergarten then brought in lots of 
amazing leaves of different sizes, shapes, 
and textures, which they’d collected from 

their own gardens. Miss Bouterakos 
asked them to choose a leaf and 
write a story about it, depicting how it 
changes during the seasons through 
their drawing. She explained that 
stories have a beginning, a middle 
(which normally involves some kind 
of complication) and an end. Perhaps 
their story could start in Spring when 
the tree was in full bloom. Perhaps in 
the middle, an insect could nibble on 
the leaf. Perhaps it could finish up in 
winter with the tree, bare and without 
any leaves.

These beautiful and simple leaves  
w57
-0.005Twab.
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ASSESSMENT  
AT WENONA 
The prime objective of assessment at Wenona is to provide 
feedback on the learning process. Assessment is integral to 
all teaching and learning and is embedded authentically in 
all that we do. 

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING 
Assessment for learning, also known 
as formative assessment, starts with 
collecting evidence of what students 
already know, understand and can  
do, to enable teachers to use this 
information for forward planning and 
contributing to the development of  
every student. It emphasises that learning 
is an ongoing process and the data is 
used to plan the next stage in learning. 
Students are given opportunities to 
be involved, conferencing with their 
teachers, and actively setting goals  
which are then communicated through 
ongoing reporting.

ASSESSMENT AS LEARNING 
Teachers enable and encourage 
students to take responsibility for 
their own learning by involving them 
in the feedback process. In this way, 
students become their own assessors 
and develop ways to monitor their own 
learning, pose questions and use a 
variety of strategies to demonstrate what 
they know and can do. Teachers provide 
students with learning intentions and 
success criteria and throughout a unit 
or learning process, students are given 
opportunities to reflect on the progress 
they have already made, consider how 
they are achieving their goals so far, 
consider the steps they have already 
taken and whether they need to adjust 
their strategies or receive more support.

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Assessment of learning, also known 
as summative assessment, is the 
culmination of the teaching and learning 
process where students demonstrate 
what they have learned, measuring 
students’ knowledge and understanding 
as well as how they can apply this 
information to new situations. It is 
usually a culmination of the teaching and 
learning process at the end of a unit, 
term or a semester. 

Assessment is central to the goal of thoughtfully and effectively guiding students through their learning.  
Our students benefit by understanding that assessment is an ongoing process, they learn how to give and 
receive feedback, reflect on their own learning and engage in respectful dialogue with their teachers and  
peers to develop new learning goals. 

Teachers employ a range of strategies for assessing student work that are differentiated to account for the 
diverse ways that individual students understand their experiences. Our approach to assessment stresses the 
importance of both student and teacher self-assessment and reflection. It also recognises the importance of 
accessing the process of inquiry as well as the product(s) through assessment for, as and of learning.
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“	Assessment is like an ongoing conversation.  
	 It’s a nuanced art of gathering continuous  
	 information about each student and using that  
	 data to inform practice about how to best guide,  
	 stretch and support students to the next point of  
	 their learning journey.” 

MS KATE CAMERON,  
Head of Curriculum (K to 6), PYP Coordinator 

“	These activities help  
	 teachers know what  
	 we should learn next.”

SOPHIA 
Kindergarten

“	Our teachers give us tasks to  
	 see what we already know so they  
	 don’t re-teach us these things.” 

CAITLYN  
Year 4

“	When students are in a classroom environment where feedback  
	 is a firmly established part of the learning journey, they engage  
	 in dialogue with their teachers and peers with ease and 	 
	 appreciate the impact these discussions have on the quality of  
	 tasks they produce. Assessment is not an event, but a process,  
	 which is why regular and effective feedback allows students to  
	 reflect on their progress and keep setting new goals.”

MS KIMBERLEY PECK 
Junior School Teacher

“	It helps our brains learn.” 
TABITHA 
Kindergarten
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The impact of change on ecosystems
Towards the middle of Term 1, Year 3 students realised 
there was something strange afoot in their classrooms. It all 
began when the clock went missing. Then some pencil pots 
disappeared, followed by some chairs and even some desks! 

EMBRACING CHANGE - ATHENAEUM LEARNING PATHWAY
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The best journeys always lead us home, just ask Year 1! 
When investigating their Unit of Inquiry ‘Where we are in 
Place and Time’, they explored this central idea, learning 
a lot about their mums and grandmas in the process.

No place like home!

EXPLORING APPROACHES TO LEARNING 



PAGE 24

A Learning Journey

Some would say that families today are 
almost unrecognisable compared to 
families in the 1950s. What is certain 
is that as we alter the way we live, 
work and raise children, family life is 
changing shape. Ms Christofa’s Year 1 
students looked at the transformation 
and adaptation of family structures over 
the last 70 years, conducting empirical 
research into the maternal side of their 
family history.

It all started when Ms Christofa showed 
the students a video featuring a family 
dinner in the 1950s. It was a time when 
typically, dad was the breadwinner 
and mum stayed home to care for 
the children. The video really piqued 
the girls’ thinking skills, prompting all 
sorts of questions and debate. Amelia 
said, “I wonder why the girls did all the 

cooking. And I wonder why the mum did 
not go to work.” Charlotte said, “I wonder 
why the dad only went to work. I wonder 
why the boys did not help  
with dinner.” 

After much discussion, Ms Christofa 
asked the girls to go home and interview 
their mums. Using their research skills, 
they had to find out what family life was 
like for their mum when she was a child. 
Where was she born? What was her 
house like? What responsibilities did she 
have? Ms Christofa also asked them 
to find out about their grandmothers 
too. They also searched for their home 
address on Google Maps, using the 
street and aerial view to look at their 
homes from different angles.

Students drew on their communication 
skills to record their interviews in their 

‘Family History’ booklet. Using their own 
words, they drew up Venn diagrams to 
compare their own family life to that of 
their mums and their grandmas. This 
gave them a very visual illustration of how 
life has changed. Their creativity shone 
through in the beautiful poems they wrote 
about their family life, which they also 
presented in class. 

Ms Christofa then drew a giant world 
map on the classroom window so the 
girls could plot the different life stages of 
their families. Displaying this information 
in such a visual way gave the students an 
opportunity to see where their families had 
come from and made them reflect on their 
connections to the past.

Students demonstrated perseverance 
and other self-management skills as they 
tested and trialled coding instructions with 
Bee Bots to bring the life stages of their 
families to life.

This unit triggered so many rich 
opportunities to learn and practise 
different approaches to learning. The 
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THE PYP INSPIRES STUDENT ACTION BY: 

•	 Acknowledging the different forms of action 		
	 that can occur

•	 Helping them to connect action with lived/		
	 personal experiences

•	 Engaging them in dialogue around what 		
	 action is

•	 Encouraging them to think about the impact of 	
	 their actions

•	 Helping them to plan for inquiry that supports 	
	 making informed choices

“	After learning about the rights of 
	 children worldwide, I wanted to do more 	
	 to help children in need. I researched 	  
	 how to make slime and then sold ‘Slime  
	 and Smiles’at School to raise money for  
	 The Smith Family.”
	 LUCINDA (Year 4)

Everything we do at Wenona is underpinned by our 
School motto, Ut Prosim, that I may serve. Drawing on 
our values of courage, strength, grace and wisdom, 
our students are encouraged to reflect, make informed 
choices and take self-initiated and voluntary action 
that will help their peers, families, schools and the 
wider community. 

STUDENT ACTION

•	 Providing opportunities for skills development 	
	 that facilitates action

•	 Collaborating as needed, to plan and carry 		
	 out action

•	 Allotting time for them to apply their learning 		
	 about action

•	 Supporting them to connect with local, national 	
	 and international communities through Service 	
	 Learning opportunities.

Wenona Junior School
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Light up, Light up 
In Term 3, our Year 4 students were compelled to help 
children in remote communities in PNG have a brighter future, 
by making solar lights for them so they can study after dark.

DRIVING STUDENT ACTION
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Language learning and 
engagement require the 
collective effort of students, 
staff, executive and the broader 
school community.

THE 
IMPORTANCE  
OF LANGUAGE

The PYP fosters a coordinated, whole-of-school 
approach, enabling Wenona to provide a cohesive 
and consistent framework to support conceptual 
development and critical thinking to make sense 
of the world around us. 

We consider language learning as the foundation 
of all learning and it is provided in a multi-faceted 
approach, through immersion in language and 
learning about language. We focus not only on 
the development of language for its own sake but 
also on its application across subject areas.

“	Language learning at Wenona is  
	 a dynamic and ongoing process,  
	 with rich opportunities for students  
	 to create, explain, explore, evaluate,  
	 and share their ideas and experiences.”

MS DIANA DRUMMOND 
Deputy Principal (Teaching and Learning)
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Judging by their creative use of literary devices, Year 2 are 
shaping up to be powerful communicators! They’ve immersed 
themselves in figurative language, making clever use of alliteration, 
personification, similes and metaphors to express themselves.

Art of Communication

FOCUSING ON LANGUAGE
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Figurative language refers to the colour 
we use to amplify our writing or our 
speech. As Ms Peck explained to Year 2, 
whenever writing goes beyond the actual 
meaning of your words, you’re using 
figurative language. Put simply, figurative 
language is a great way of taking an 
ordinary sentence and dressing it up in a 
fancy frock! And not just in poetry, fiction, 
music or drama, but in our everyday 
speech too!

Year 2 explored the following lines of 
inquiry: What are the arts and their 

various forms? How can we use figurative 
language to express ourselves? How can 
the arts be used to communicate ideas and 
express emotions?

This prompted Year 2 to think critically 
about concepts such as perspective. We 
are all unique and the way we think or 
interpret things can be very different. This 
can be as a result of our upbringing or our 
belief systems. 

It also prompted them to think more  
deeply about the function of language  
and why we choose certain words. It led 
them to unpick sentences and categorise 
the literary devices within them. 

Thinking about the effect of alliteration, 
personification, similes and metaphors 
made the students appreciate the power  
of language and how it can influence 
people’s mood and emotions.

Then came the exciting part. Thanks to  
the powers of green screen technology, 
Year 2 were transported to Disney’s  
Magic Kingdom, where they unleashed 
their imaginations and thought very 
carefully about what they could see, hear, 
feel or smell there.

Students had the choice to travel to their 
own place in time, whether it was the 
seaside, the snowfields or outer space, and 
using green-screening, create a poster of 
themselves in their chosen place. 

After reading a passage of figurative 
language and asking them to identify the 
literary devices used, Year 2 wrote about 
a moment in time, using their poster as 
a visual prompt. They used the literary 
devices they’d investigated to excite, move 
and inspire their readers.

Saffron headed off to the Hundred Acre 
Wood, inhabited by Winnie the Pooh and 
friends, where she gate-crashed a tea party. 
Shae, who is apparently getting a baby 
sister later this year, was transported to the 
nursery, where she imagined spending time 
with her new sibling. And Samantha took 
herself off to the theatre, where she peeped 
out from behind the curtains imagining her 
fear of being centre stage.

Our Year 2 students used powerful, 
evocative and clever language in new and 
exciting ways. They learned that figurative 
language is a great way to make their verbal 
and written communication skills shine.

“	How can we use  
	 figurative language  
	 to express ourselves?  
	 How can the arts be  
	 used to communicate  
	 ideas and express  
	 emotion?” 
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By drawing on transdisciplinary themes and their individual interests, inquiry is an authentic way for 
students to relate to, explore and understand the world around them. It incorporates problem solving, 
play, question, wonder and research, and it supports students to achieve their personal and shared 
goals. Inquiry also extends student learning by using their initial curiosity to generate new questions 
and reflection. By using meaningful and relevant contexts as a basis for inquiry, students can 
make connections between their own personal experiences and local and global opportunities and 
challenges. Connecting passion with intention, the inquiry process builds capacity through student 
agency where voice, choice and ownership feature strongly.
 

THE INQUIRY PROCESS INVOLVES:

•	 Exploring, wondering and questioning

•	 Experimenting and playing with possibilities

•	 Making connections between past and  
	 current learning

•	 Making predictions and acting purposefully  
	 to see what happens

•	 Collecting data and reporting findings

•	 Clarifying existing ideas and reappraising  
	 perceptions of events

•	 Applying concepts to deepen conceptual 
	 understandings

•	 Researching and seeking information

•	 Establishing and testing theories

•	
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The creative geniuses who thought 
up these wonders, all used geometry 
to make their creative thinking come 
to life. Without geometry, they would 
have remained ideas and dreams 
floating around inside their heads.

And think about the planet we live on, 
provoked their teachers. It’s situated 
in a universe full of interesting stars 
and planets; all of them are different 
shapes and sizes. Put simply, they 
explained, geometry is a great way 
to discover patterns, areas, volumes, 
lengths and angles, and it’s a great 
way to better understand the world 
around us.

Convinced it was worth exploring,  
Year 5 rolled up their sleeves and  
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Texit: Tasmania breaks away
Human-made systems help us operate as a community.  
Just ask Year 6! As part of their Unit of Inquiry, ‘How We 
Organise Ourselves’, they evaluated the different human-made 
systems worldwide that help us stay connected.

PURSUING INQUIRY
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